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HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas
Rajanagarindra is a gifted and dedicated teacher who loves to educate people
of all backgrounds, from her younger brothers to university students and young
children in poor and remote countryside. Recognizing the importance of educa-
tion in personal as well as national development, Her Royal Highness has
steadfastly devoted herself to the promotion and advancement of education at
all levels.

With her advancing age, Her Royal Highness has to dis-
continue her “teaching career” and since then has travelled widely within
Thailand and abroad. On these trips she always gathered important and useful
information and penned them in a reporting style, paying special attention to
factual details. Her Royal Highness personally provides suggestions on how her
trips should be constructively presented to viewers on the royal news. Her Royal
Highness has also written a number of documentary books on her overseas
travels. Her love of teaching and keen interest in educating people has clearly
shown through these valuable writings.

In addition, Her Royal Highness has been keenly interest
in classical music and, through her continuous patronage, has made significant
contributions to the increasing appreciation and advancement of classical music
in Thailand. Apart from granting gifted young musicians scholarships to further
their study, Her Royal Highness has also consistently provided encouragement

and moral support to advocates in the classical Thai music circle.
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Her Royal Highness
and Her Teaching Role

From a very young age, Her Royal Highness Princess
Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra developed not only
a passion for teaching but also the determination to, one day, become a teacher.
In a special interview granted to “Ploy Kam Petch” magazine Vol. 4,
Issue 79, May 15”‘, 1995, she reveals, “I've loved teaching ever since I was
young. I have taught all kinds of subjects...I like teaching children a lot and I
told myself I was going to be a teacher....” Her Royal Highness first found
teaching opportunities when she lived in Switzerland. Among the first of her
students was her youngest brother.

“One of my most important students was no other than
His Majesty the King. He was a keen student. At the time, I was studying
topics like the Central American region while my brother had yet to learn the
same things at school. So, he usually came to sit beside me at home...He often
peered from behind me to see what I was reading and he knew a lot about it.
He was a very bright child. When I explained to him what I was reading, he
listened avidly. That’s how he became my student. He came to me to listen to
subjects he was interested in and I gave him explanations the way a teacher does....”

Her Royal Highness has been possessed of true spirit of
teacher since her childhood, as is evident that she was always happy to provide
others with her knowledge without any reluctance or possessiveness, even when
she still was a student. Her fondness for teaching has been known to all

members of the Mahidol Family since then.
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Her Royal Highness formally entered the teaching profes-
sion after she returned to Thailand in 1950 when the Princess Mother recom-
mended that she should start teaching as a special lecturer in the French
Department of the Faculty of Arts at Chulalongkorn University. In the same
magazine, she recounts, “After my graduation, I started teaching there because
my mother suggested that I should not remain idle and could take on a teaching
job. On top of that, I myself also loved teaching. With French as the subject
in mind, I could never teach kindergarteners. So that is how I came to
Chulalongkorn University....”

Her Royal Highness held the position of special lecturer at
Chulalongkorn University from 1952 to 1958 during which time she taught
French Conversation to second-year students, French Culture to third-year
students and French Literature to fourth-year students. She lectured there for a
few months each year.

On May 8“1, 1969 Professor Dr. Adul Wichiencharoen -
the then Dean of Thammasat University’s Faculty of Liberal Arts - had an
audience with Her Royal Highness at her residence in Sra Pathum Palace.
During that meeting, the Dean reported on plans for additional majors in
foreign languages to the faculty’s undergraduate courses and his problems
relating to the shortage of lecturers and qualified personnel. With Thammasat
University’s belief in her abilities, Professor Dr. Adul requested that she
graciously consent to take on a teaching and administrative position at the
university’s Faculty of Liberal Arts. In her article entitled “When I Taught at
the Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University” for the “60"" Anniver-

sary of Thammasat” commemorative book, Her Royal Highness recounts:
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“In 1969, Professor Dr. Adul Wichiencharoen - the founder
and the then dean of Faculty of Liberal Arts - invited me to teach and serve
as the head of the Foreign Languages Department. This department offered
German and Japanese. Back then, English came under the English Language
and Literature Department, as well as the Linguistics Department. The Lin-
guistics Department was later divided into the Linguistics Department and the
English Language Department. After a time, the Foreign Languages Depart-
ment also offered Mandarin and Russian...I had had teaching experience as a
special lecturer in the Faculty of Arts at Chulalongkorn University before...But
in terms of administrative skills I was totally clueless....”

While Her Royal Highness lacked direct experience in
administrative matters, she had utter devotion to her responsibilities as Head of
the Foreign Languages Department, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat Uni-
versity. As a result of her tireless efforts and devotion, her teaching and
administrative works laid down the solid foundation on which the Faculty is
based. In 1973, the French Language and Literature course was developed
with a good combination of French communication skills and literature at the
undergraduate level. To ensure professional efficiency within the department,
Her Royal Highness formulated work guidelines for lecturers teaching French or
any other foreign language. For example, there were clear guidelines about how
the students’ academic performance and the lecturers’ teaching performance
should be evaluated. Furthermore, she was active in seeking more knowledge
and was up-to-date with new developments in the academic world. She regu-
larly attended educational trips and seminars overseas. She also frequently

conducted seminars. Moreover, she developed many new initiatives such as pre-
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testing to group students according to their command of French so that those
with the same level of knowledge shared the same classroom. With her contri-
bution, Thammasat University became the first higher-educational institution to
organise such tests for students of French. Her Royal Highness also gave the
test samples to lecturers at other universities so that they could also introduce
similar tests in their institutions.

During her tenure as the head of the French-language
section, her impeccable demeanour impressed all the other lecturers. She was
known always to approach any problem with prudence and wisdom, and always
listened to the opinions of her colleagues and became adept at offering her
counsel on how to improve the form of instruction and how to tackle relevant
problems. Also, she consistently upheld the principles of truth and justice. All
these qualities explain why Her Royal Highness is honoured as an ethical and
respectable supervisor.

As for her students, kindness from “the teaching princess”
was extended to them in a tangible manner in the form of a fund. To establish
this fund, Her Royal Highness donated not only her salary from Thammasat
University but also money from her personal funds. One portion of the money
was used to purchase books for students at the Faculty of Liberal Arts while
the rest was given to fund scholarships for needy but qualified students at the
Thammasat University. This fund is still operating today.

Through her years of experience in teaching French, Her
Royal Highness became acutely aware that there were some missing components
in the instruction of the language at both the secondary and tertiary levels in

Thailand. In response to this, the L’ Association Thailandaise des Professeurs
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de Frangais (Association of Teachers of French in Thailand) was established
in 1977. This association is intended to be a gathering place where French-
language teachers can meet and exchange their knowledge as well as experi-
ences so as to improve their teaching technique. From its inception until 1981,
Her Royal Highness served as its president. Since then, she has remained as
the association’s honorary chairperson.

As a special contribution to this association, she person-
ally led excursions for French-language lecturers and schoolteachers. Her Royal
Highness also initiated a plan to provide opportunities for overseas educational
trips to the association’s members. Moreover, she ensured that the association
launched a journal to regularly provide its members with useful information and
contributed many scholarly articles for publication herself. Through efforts such
as these, French instruction in Thailand has improved and won acceptance from
the international community.

In recognition for her outstanding role in the promotion of
the French language and culture, the French Government and international
organisations have honoured Her Royal Highness with many distinguished
awards. In 1979, the French Government presented its highest order of arts
and literature, the Croix de Commandeur des Arts et Lettres to her. Later, in
1992, the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO) presented the Victor Hugo medal to her - the first non-French
recipient of this prestigious award. All three previous recipients were French
nationals. In 1997, the French Government presented Her Royal Highness
with the Croix de Commandeur de I’Ordre National du Mérite, which is also

its highest order.
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A True Teacher

In spite of her passion for teaching, HRH Princess Galyani
Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra’s increasing activities in
other fields finally got in the way. With her need to accompany her mother to
rural areas on missions to visit the local people and bring medical assistance to
them, Her Royal Highness realised that she would no longer be able to fully
carry out her teaching responsibilities and eventually decided to resign. In the
“Ploy Kam Petch” interview she talks about these increasing commit-
ments:

“From Friday to Sunday, I accompanied the Princess
Mother to the provinces...During these trips I often brought materials to local
schools. The Siamese Association of University Women created educational
games for pre-school children. These games were designed to teach the children
to read, and then to do the arithmetic through gaming activities...So, I had to
reach the schools before the Princess Mother’s scheduled activities. In the
beginning, I had to be there three hours in advance so that I had time to train
the teachers. With the teachers’ present, I recruited five children to play the
games with me so that the teachers would know how to use these games

afterwards...I could usually stop at only one school in each province and went
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to province after province...In addition, my mother had to go abroad once every
two years and I had to accompany her. After our return to Thailand, I had to
prepare fresh teaching materials. I was tired. I had done this for some years
during which period I did not have time to rest at all...Some places we visited
were so faraway and sometimes I had to rush back to prepare for my class the
next day in case I would not have time to prepare before. During exam periods,
I also had so many things to prepare. Finally, I felt I could not keep doing two
separate jobs at once anymore...So I quit my job at the university. This is my
reason....”

In 1976, Her Royal Highness resigned from her perma-
nent job at Thammasat University. Because of her love for teaching, she still
filled in as a special instructor for French-language classes at various institu-
tions. They include Chiang Mai University’s Faculty of Humanities and Kasetsart
University’s Science and Arts Faculty. It was in 1984 when she stopped her
job as tertiary instructor.

Teaching opportunities also arose when Her Royal High-
ness accompanied her mother to rural provinces. There, she could act as a
teacher of the young children whom she had long talked of preferring as pupils
to older children. Under her royal patronage, the Siamese Association of
University Women launched a project to create artistic inventions and teaching
materials. This project encourages the association’s members, as well as the

members of public, to develop teaching materials for pre-school children and
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primary students in the form of games. These games must focus on promoting
the children’s learning abilities and skills. To support this project, Her Royal
Highness brought these educational games to young children and their teachers
in various provinces, demonstrating how to use them and assessing the results.
The evaluations were used to improve existing teaching materials.

The teaching materials Her Royal Highness usually brought
along with her were: the “Go to School Kit” for Thai-language skills,
“Dominos” to teach children Thai letters, the “Snakes and Ladders
Kit” to teach about healthcare, etc. Commenting on the “Go to School
Kit”, Her Royal Highness says,

“This game is good. Had it not been good, I would never
have wasted three hours in each province just experimenting with this game.
The most important point is that children have fun playing it. While they are
playing, we can teach them a lot of things. For example, we can teach them to
put things in order and to count correctly. Sometimes, the children did not know
that they had to move their token backward and instead move it forward in the
game. There was a student who excelled in his academic exams. He could
complete the exams swiftly and got 10/10 marks. But when he played the
game and he was given the instruction to move his token five squares forward,
he counted 1-2-3 and stopped. Even when he was instructed to move his token
six squares forward, he just counted 1-2-3 and stopped. This is because he did

not understand the relationship between the number in the instruction cards he
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had opened and the rule about how to move his token in the game. He moved
his token three squares each time throughout almost the entire game. By the
time the game was nearly over, it dawned on him that when the instruction card
showed no. 5, he should have moved his token five squares forward.”

From her experiences with students in rural provinces,
Her Royal Highness noticed the wide gap that exists in the quality of educa-
tional services offered in the cities and in rural areas. She clearly perceived the
discrepancies related to the different standard of educational services and
educational opportunities available to children in the town and children in a
rural setting. Her Royal Highness is firm in her belief that if children in remote
areas can enjoy better access to education and if education services in the whole
country meet international standards, the children in remote areas will also
have the potential to become qualified human resources for the country.

With this vision, Her Royal Highness has promoted educa-
tional opportunities among underprivileged children. She has donated money for
the construction of many schools such as Galyani Vadhana 1 School in
Phitsanulok, Galyani Vadhana 2 School in Nong Khai, Vara Vadhana School
in Buri Ram, Chalermrat Bamrung School in Loei. Also, she has consistently

provided support for academic advancement in various educational institutes.

-

L









loantdadvinas

° 3 o 4 44 v [ Y

wiudniTeunianaiany e whndaie
AN nyuaduniinse dy yu lagawizly 1ndnom asuas
N ¢ o Xy 4w a ¢ o/ = a o
adar1 as Maidgnsududninem as (nsa ndamsAandiygraing
adnna ai 1 3siall anmInerdelaginl) wasnsad 1ensziuas
fenlaa Famseasznindt fleveddnerdn asuuedinisfnedredingna

v Qv = A o ¢ & 1 - T
naﬂin‘umdLﬂuuﬂmiﬂﬂumuauwunﬁm”lﬂa m&munﬂﬁLL‘uwuLﬂuJﬁﬂm

o

fozgreWauas 3L SudnenInyeainlTeunin11y 18150 MIMIuAtAf A3

a - Ay & & w M ¢a
hasIngie @]311’] Qmumﬂlﬂﬂuu1u1w1ﬂqﬂ ‘ﬁﬂlﬂUﬂ1§WWU]ﬂﬁWﬂ]ﬂ§Nu gn

Y ]
a0

v A &) a
1?]ﬂluﬂﬂllﬂﬁLﬂuWﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂiZlWﬂ‘]ﬁ1ﬂ1uiﬁUﬁfJH

4 a ¢ 1
gy e wandnera asunadszinalng luwszusw

o

sigddud dulasentsia aindenlneldudedundam asTodudaszndns
Jszond afaft mo w Uszine witud 15150igloasuil 5211195 ull 0v-be
nsngIAN WA beob duduafiusnvesdszinalned windeududedy ua
mﬁ"lﬁtﬁﬂﬁngmLéawuﬂi:mmiumiﬁwLﬁumu Ao asuradszinalnes
1dldvanny dy yunamaeasuanuldnnvioszasnszasia ndndihy
Asunaaui5n Nvuadund Sdddnsznymuanusromaeluiuil (Juinauwiu
¢o0,000 V1IN WazNsIFATIUNTE W195IM Hu uuAIUBN <o,000 UIN
Uazng Y YUINATALIATUNAIGUHA T3 Y 900,000 UM
Tasanisitse ansadniunisly1geaoi

34

(£

[



Academic Olympiads Project

HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas
Rajanagarindra has provided support to students with special talents to ensure
that they receive the opportunity to maximize their potential especially in
science and mathematics. Being a scientist by training (she graduated from
Lausanne University’s Faculty of Science majoring in chemistry), Her Royal
Highness is aware that rational thinking is the key in scientific studies. Being
a visionary educator, Her Royal Highness also knows that competition is a way
to raise students’ competence in mathematics and science to international stan-
dards. Such human-resource development is vital and it is set to benefit the
country in the long run.

The Science Society of Thailand under the Patronage of
HM the King began sending Thai students to an academic Olympiad for the
first time in 1989. The competition was the 30" Mathematical Olympiad,
which ran from July 16" to 24" 1989 in Germany. In a bid to cope with
budget constraints on the plan to send Thai representatives to the international
competition, the Science Society of Thailand called on the private sector for
financial support. When she heard about this, Her Royal Highness immediately
donated 50,000 baht to the society and encouraged her friends to donate an
additional 40,000 baht. With the extra support from the private sector, the
Science Society of Thailand finally raised 700,000 baht to carry out its plan

successfully.
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The Academic Olympiads Project, dubbed the Interna-
tional Science and Mathematical Olympiads (IMSO) by the United Nations
Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), holds academic
competitions in science and mathematics. Open to secondary students from
across the world, this project aims to bring geniuses from various countries
together to meet and exchange their knowledge and experience, thereby allowing
their relationships to grow beyond boundaries. The Academic Olympiads Project
holds competitions in five subjects: Mathematics, Chemistry, Computer Sci-

ence, Physics and Biology.

In April 1990, Her Royal Highness granted an audience
to the chairman of the Science Society of Thailand and his committee so that
they could report on the competition’s results and problems. During the audi-
ence, Her Royal Highness said she was willing to support a project related to
the Academic Olympiads. She instructed the society to submit a list of relevant
expenses so that she could review it and provide appropriate assistance. She
also suggested that the society should search for Thai representatives from all
over the country because such a search would not only turn up more whiz kids
but would also promote the instruction of science and mathematics in all

schools.
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This was how works for the Academic Olympiads com-
menced and it has developed further under the superb patronage of Her Royal
Highness. After that audience, she donated money from her personal coffers
and The Princess Mother’s Fund for the establishment of Her Royal Highness
Princess Galyani Vadhana Fund for the Academic Olympiads Project. With
the chairman of the Science Society of Thailand as the fund manager, the
interest from the fund was used to pay for work relating to the Academic
Olympiads, to raise public awareness of the international competitions, as well
as to highlight the importance of scientific knowledge.

Following news of and updates about the Academic Olym-
piads for years, Her Royal Highness told a returning delegation from a compe-
tition on January 9", 1999, “One-year’s training for children might be too
short. We should provide the children with a three-year training period from
Grade 10 through Grade 11 to Grade 12. This will be good for the Thai
representatives’ performances at the competitions...It can be difficult to arrange
academic work based entirely on bureaucratic approach...If we use a semi-
bureaucratic approach, we will be able to select more students for training and
the training will be able to last longer. Our students will then receive longer
training....” In 2000, Her Royal Highness ordered the merging of the fund
into the Promotion of Academic Olympiads and Development of Science Edu-
cation Foundation under the Patronage of Her Royal Highness Princess Galyani
Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra. The foundation was founded
on October 12”], 1999,
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The Promotion of Academic Olympiads and Development
of Science Education Foundation has so far set up 21 centres across the
country. These centres are charged with the aim of enhancing the intellectual
development of students who are particularly talented in science and mathemat-
ics. Some of these centres are schools that receive coaching support from
universities, while some others are the universities themselves. All these centres
have organised preparatory camps to extensively teach mathematics, computer
science, chemistry, biology and physics to outstanding students in their areas.
Currently, these camps also teach two further subjects: astronomy and science
for junior secondary education.

Thanks to the foundation, the Thai students’ performance
at the Academic Olympiads has clearly improved especially in physics. In
2001, the Thai delegation earned only one bronze medal but in 20035, the
Thai delegation snatched two gold, two silver and one bronze medals from the
competition. In addition to these impressive performances, the foundation has
also made it possible for more than 3,000 students and teachers to acquire
more knowledge through experiments, camps and Academic Olympiads courses
each year. Such knowledge has also been spread further from the direct partici-
pants to more people at their schools in a way that is of great benefit,
academically, to the country. Participating universities now offer to accept
students who have successfully attended the preparatory camp and have taken

part in the Academic Olympiads and do not require them to take entrance exams.
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Textbooks are another outstanding project by the Promo-
tion of Academic Olympiads and Development of Science Education Founda-
tion. Currently, the foundation has been working on a project to publish
textbooks containing knowledge to be used at the Academic Olympiads. The
project aims to compile 21 textbooks in five subjects: five for mathematics,
three for computer science, four for chemistry, six for biology and three for
physics. In all, the project aims to publish 63,000 copies of these textbooks.
On the occasion of her 80" birthday, Her Royal Highness donated some of the
published textbooks to about 2,700 secondary schools across the country.

Over the years, Her Royal Highness has also boosted the
morale of participants in Academic Olympiads activities. Since May 12",
1989, she has presented certificates of honour and has delivered speeches to
all the Thai representatives in the international competitions. Successful partici-
pants from the Academic Olympiads preparatory camps have also enjoyed the
same honour. Following the progress of the Academic Olympiads closely, she
has never failed to offer her moral support and congratulations to the successful
delegations. All young people, teachers and staff have been granted personal
audiences with Her Royal Highness on their return from the Academic Olym-
piads. During these audiences, she has attentively listened to their problems
and offered her advice, impressing all who have been there. Their gratitude for

her contribution to the country’s science education is undying.
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Tourism and Her Royal Highness’
Travelogue Books

Her Royal Highness Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang
Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra has always shown a keen interest in history and
historical sites both in Thailand and elsewhere and has always been fond of
visiting historical sites and key tourist attractions in all sorts of locations.
Some of these trips have been personal, while some others have been arranged
by organizations that have invited her to visit the places. With her blessing,
some groups and associations have been allowed to accompany her during these
trips.

Prior to each trip, Her Royal Highness studies information
about the places she is going to visit and asks all her would-be travelling
companions to do the same. In the interview given to “Ploy Kam Petch”
Her Royal Highness says, “ Those who accompany me must do their homework.
Even my 12-year-old grandson has to. Everyone must do his or her homework
every day...During my trip to China, all members of the group were required to
finish breakfast by 8 a.m. or at the latest 8.30 am. Then, we still had time for
a meeting about the book. We, not I, were going to write a book. I tried to
involve everyone. I asked for their opinions....”

The Princess has also advised the accompanying TV crews
from the Television Pool of Thailand that news coverage of her trips should

report mainly on historical sites because she hopes to provide useful information
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on the places to people who do not have the opportunity to visit them in person.
In the same magazine, Her Royal Highness adds,

“My style was different from others. When other royal
members go abroad, their video pictures are sent via satellite to Bangkok and
a reporter on the trip sends a news report by fax. The text and the pictures are
then combined in Bangkok either on that very day or the next day by someone
who does not know the country being visited or by someone who had never been
to that country. The text and pictures are sometimes mismatched. Sometimes,
the historical details on the text are very detailed but they just do not match the
pictures on screen.”

Her Royal Highness paid attention to news reporting about
her trips because she wanted TV viewers to receive accurate information. To
her, reporting should have the appropriate presentation and sequence. In the
same magazine, Her Royal Highness continues,

“But I do not like that. I do not allow accompanying crew
to send the pictures and news reports back. Sometimes, they have offered to
broadcast my trip’s pictures via satellite. But I have said no. I have told them
to keep the pictures in a can. I mean they should record the entire trip and keep
it...I also tell them about how to capture a place with their cameras. If we visit
a place like a church, a castle or any other example of architecture...my
requirement Is that the crew must be able to capture the whole structure so that
viewers know its shape. If it is not possible to capture the whole structure from
one corner, it is okay but we will later move to a farther spot so that the camera
can capture the whole structure. No matter how far we have to travel for that
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shot, we have to do it...After that, the crew must record the entrance to the
place. Sometimes, the entrances are different from what we imagine. After the
crew has recorded the entrance, I allow them to record whatever they like...I am
strict about two shots and they are mandatory.”

Her Royal Highness is serious about how her trips are
reported because she wants Thais to receive accurate knowledge. With a “teacher’s
spirit”, she is generous and wants to share what she knows with others. In
other words, she serves as a teacher to all Thais because her actions teach
Thais to recognize the importance of culture, arts, archaeology, history, national
heritage and world heritage, and also to love and nurture them like a co-owner.
On occasions, Her Royal Highness has also written tourist books in an aca-
demic style. All these literary works are a treasure trove of knowledge, making
Her Royal Highness “a teacher” outside classroom.

The tourist books by Her Royal Highness are:

o Nueng Lo Nai Mueang Chine (One Dozen in China)

o  Yunnan

o Sai Than Arayatham Chine: 7 Thanee Haeng Anajak Klang
(The Stream of Chinese Civilization: 7 Capitals of the Middle Kingdom)

o Jak Koreo Su Korea: 8§ Days in the Republic of Korea
(From Koreo to Korea: 8 Days in the Republic of Korea)

o  Bhutan: Green Island on Land

o Is It Cold in Siberia?

o  Turkey: Land of the Roman Emperors and Ottoman Sultans
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217,

o  Xinjian and Gansu: Pictures from Far Away Places
o Eastern China: Mountains, Lakes, Temples
o Northeastern China and Sichuan: From Manchuria to Ngor Bai
For all these books, Her Royal Highness has encouraged
her travelling companions to contribute to the book outlines and layouts.
“Some of the photos in the books are my own. But I have
rarely told others which photos are mine. Although professional photographers
have accompanied me, I have a camera and sometimes capture some scenes
myself. For example, the photo of crescent-shaped lake was taken by me
because my shot covers the whole landscape while others do not... We compete
with one another though we make the book together. We have met one another
often. Only one will write, or sometimes two or three persons will write...On
photos, let’s say we want a photo of that church. Then, we will ask five or six
people to supply their photos of the church. We will choose the best of them. If

mine are best, use mine. If not, use photos taken by others. We are democratic....”
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Patron of Classical Music
in Thailand

HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas
Rajanagarindra has been interested in classical music since she was young. In
“Ploy Kam Petch” magazine, Her Royal Highness recounts one of her
memories in Switzerland, “I was sitting in the room that had a radio. |
regularly turned it on and listened. So, I know about classical music and |
have ever since listened to this genre. I know what is what quite well.” After
she grew up, she often watched classical music performances. Before attending
each performance, she studies information on the composer and the songs in
details.

With her interest in classical music, Her Royal Highness
stays current with new developments in the area. This has allowed her to know
about the advancement of classical music in the international arena but at the
same time it has made her see how classical-music orchestras in Thailand have
lacked the opportunity to rival foreign ones. Therefore, Her Royal Highness has
played an active role in the development of Thailand’s classical-music orches-
tras. For example, she has supported the Bangkok Symphony Orchestra and the
Chulalongkorn University Symphony Orchestra.
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In 2004, Her Royal Highness established the ‘Classical
Music Promotion Fund’ from her personal coffers. With Her Royal Highness as
its chairwoman and patron, the fund promotes classical music and relevant
activities. Through the fund, Her Royal Highness has granted scholarships to
musicians, composers and singers so that those who have musical talent or are
keen on self-development can study at music colleges or universities overseas.
After graduation, they can then return to Thailand and contribute to classical
music in the country.

Thanks to her continued support, classical music has now
won more support from both government and the private sector. Many higher-
educational institutes have also now established Fine Arts and Musical Arts
educational units to produce personnel for theatrical and musical performances.
It can be said that the development in the field is improving.

HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas
Rajanagarindra is, therefore, “a true teacher” both through her teaching jobs
and her support for activities that enhance children’s knowledge and abilities,
including those that offer opportunities for talented people to maximize their
potential. Her contribution has developed the country’s human resources and

education on a sustainable basis.















v

& P 14 A v
wdanszidrmnnase thihifasiddan asunan
v 1
451511 yuasundnsebimszngioinoslydronszinaniqa wazws:

a Py 1 A v 4 a v v a v
ﬂi;ﬂﬂﬁ'fjﬂ!‘ﬂﬂxﬂiﬂ%)ﬂlﬂﬁﬂvﬂﬂﬂnﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬂ1ﬂ NITINYUYNIDNAIYNICATYIAT

'
a A

fulszy Sgunedselond avosdszmisunanygindr nse wwszngiely § At

L] q 1

R I a v Y ?/ a ¢4 1 A
ﬂlﬂﬂﬂiz%]%ulﬂuﬂﬂ]ﬂﬂﬂTﬂﬂlﬂW]ZﬂﬂﬂﬂIﬂﬂW dunsednszdse wAnezgr101ma0

:,/ v da & Yy R a v ¢
daduaruddaanudued msinauSmsmedIunIsuNnduas 15150 9

Y 1

<

d‘dl Y ! v v 2 v
nmﬂmmwum"lmwmmmmq ﬂaaﬂ%umam:wunmﬁmmﬁgmuuaaﬂ ]'lﬂ

! v
U Aatenguyunedanarvwicdungamny Junis unszeadnaready

66

(-

[



Throughout the years, HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana
Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra has shown immense kindness and
compassion for the Thai people. Wishing to alleviate their sufferings, Her Royal
Highness has worked to promote their well-being and has paid caring attention
to people from all walks of life especially those from underprivileged back-
grounds. She has offered assistance to improve their living condition and has
also provided medical help for some high-cost treatments. To tackle the problem
of slum dwellers, she has visited several crowded communities in Bangkok

informally to witness first-hand their living conditions.
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Healthcare Work

When it comes to healthcare work, it seems likely that Her
Royal Highness’ inspiration has been her parents who were devoted to the well-
being of other people throughout their entire lives.

As a foremost educator and scientist, her father was
totally devoted to the development of public health, medical services and
education in Thailand. Also, he strove to ensure the well-being of all Thais. He
devoted his entire life to making great contributions to Thailand’s modern
medicine and its public health system.

Likewise, the Princess Mother always reached out to people
in remote areas offering them assistance especially in healthcare and medical
services. Always by her side was HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom
Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra, who has seen with her own eyes how much
assistance is needed in those remote areas. After her mother passed away, Her
Royal Highness took over her mother’s tasks and she became the chairperson or
patroness of many associations and foundations. For public causes, Her Royal
Highness has made generous donations from her personal coffers. Her effort
and contribution is solid proof of her benevolence and compassion for all Thais.

Her Royal Highness is now in charge of various royal
projects, including those she took over from her late mother such as The
Princess Mother’s Medical Volunteer Foundation (PMMYV), the Prostheses
Foundation of HRH the Princess Mother, the Breast Foundation under the

Patronage of HRH the Princess Mother and the Siriraj Foundation. From the
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Princess Mother Charity Fund and the Gor Vor (Galyani Vadhana) Charity
Fund, Her Royal Highness has made donations to the following various foun-
dations in a bid to extend medical and healthcare services to the underprivi-

leged.

The Kidney Foundation of Thailand

Kidney diseases are chronic, hard-to-cure illnesses. Treat-
ment costs are also rather high, especially for terminal patients who require the
option of dialysis. HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas
Rajanagarindra has chaired the Kidney Foundation of Thailand since its estab-
lishment in 1978 and she has presided over the foundation’s board meetings
every year. Under her guidance, the foundation’s fund management has been
able to extend more help to kidney-disease patients. For example, in 1979,
Her Royal Highness organised fundraising activities by allowing members of
the public to make financial contributions and deposit their donations directly
into a bank account. The interest from the deposits was then used to help cash-
strapped patients with kidney or urinary tract diseases. In 1980, Her Royal
Highness resolved that all money - both the principal and the interest - should
be used to treat patients because the donations are intended to reach the
patients, not to be kept in a bank. In the face of a need to spend increasingly
large amounts of money on patients, the foundation has managed to attract more
donations thanks to Her Royal Highness’ stature and sheer determination to
help the poor patients.
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For the benefit of the public, Her Royal Highness has
agreed to embrace hard work rather than personal comfort. Following one
annual meeting, Her Royal Highness immediately granted an audience to donors
who had come to present their donations in the form of money and medical
equipment. During that audience, Her Royal Highness also invited the donors to
come to the annual meeting next year to receive souvenirs, meaning that Her
Royal Highness would have to grant them an audience for the second time.
Although the offer meant extra work, Her Royal Highness was willing. As she
said, “The donors like it (the audience) very much.”

Sometimes, Her Royal Highness has even agreed to go
against her personal preference in a bid to deliver help to more patients. For
example, she allowed a new building in the Monk’s Hospital to use her name
because this building had been constructed as a dedicated, larger facility for
terminal patients needing haemodialysis. The new facility was needed because
the old service area had only 16 haemodialysis machines to accommodate
between 100 and 120 patients. However, since the Galyani Vadhana Building
has been constructed, the facility can accommodate up to 46 haemodialysis
machines that can service between 300 and 400 patients. On the construction
of this building, Her Royal Highness said, “Normally, I do not like buildings
to be named after me. But had I not agreed to grant the use of my name here,
donations would have not been large enough for the construction.” The Galyani
Vadhana Building is among just a handful of permanent buildings that have

received Her Royal Highness’ approval for the use of her name.
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Furthermore, Her Royal Highness has supported human
resource development for the foundation’s works. For example, Her Royal
Highness immediately accepted an invitation from the foundation to present
certificates to graduates of an artificial-kidney-nursing course. Her Royal Highness’
gracious response filled both trainers and trainees on the course with gratitude.
Moreover, it has attracted more nurses to the artificial-kidney-nursing courses
ever since. Today, many institutions have offered such courses in a way that
allows patients to enjoy increasingly better artificial kidney nursing as well as

better access to the services.

Thai Cardiac Children Foundation

This is another foundation under the patronage of Her
Royal Highness Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas
Rajanagarindra. She granted her patronage to the Thai Cardiac Children
Foundation in 1984, three years after its establishment. In addition to giving
her counsel, Her Royal Highness has also donated money from her personal
coffers and the Princess Mother Charity Fund to the foundation. As a result,
the foundation’s work has progressed rapidly with its comprehensive services
extensively covering cardiac children from poor families. Through the founda-
tion, a number of cardiac children have received treatment from hospitals where
specialists and services for cardiac valve replacements, artificial cardiac pace-
maker implants, defibrillator implants and other heart surgery procedures are
available. Also, Her Royal Highness has granted scholarships to paediatricians
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to study paediatric cardiology either in Thailand or abroad. Thanks to Her
Royal Highness’ support, cardiac children from poor families now have the

opportunity of getting treatment and even making a full recovery.

Foundation for Yuwaprasart Waithayopatum Hospital

(Yuwaprasart Waithayopatum Child Psychiatric Hospital)

HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas
Rajanagarindra’s compassion extends to not just cardiac children but also
autistic children from poor families. After learning that Yuwaprasart
Waithayopatum Hospital in Samut Prakan treated autistic children, Her Royal
Highness offered help in various forms. She granted audiences to the hospital
director Professor Dr. Penkhae Limsila and other doctors at the hospital to
hear reports on autistic children. During the audiences, the doctors were also
asked to bring along the autistic children. In addition to her caring attention for
these young patients, Her Royal Highness has granted both useful advice and
her patronage to Yuwaprasart Waithayopatum Hospital and the Foundation for
Yuwaprasart Waithayopatum Hospital. Her Royal Highness’ move has brought
attention to autistic children countrywide, allowing the number of medical
facilities for these children to rise to a number of more than 10 today. With
continued proper treatment, the autistic children can sit in the same class as
others and can grow up to live normally in the society. Many of them can
continue their education to vocational colleges and even universities, and can
live on their own.
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The Mom Chao Bunchiradara (Jumbala) Chudadhuj Foundation

HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas
Rajanagarindra has taken the Mom Chao Bunchiradara (Jumbala) Chudadhuj
Foundation under her patronage with the hope of promoting the development of
human resources in medical and healthcare areas especially in rural provinces.
The foundation has granted scholarships to doctors in the rural-doctor project,
while also giving grants and awards to medical students, nursing students,
nursing lecturers and nurses under the Public Health Ministry. Her Royal
Highness has chaired meetings to select the recipients of scholarships and
awards herself.

In the name of the foundation, HSH Princess [Mom Chao]
Bunchiradara granted scholarships and awards at the first presentation cer-
emony on September 18" 1979 at Samitivej Hospital. After that, HRH
Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra has chaired
the presentation ceremonies. To date, hundreds of recipients have received
awards and scholarships from the foundation. At the Public Health Ministry,
Her Royal Highness is regarded as the esteemed “Royal Mother of Nurses”.
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Social WelfareWorks

HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas
Rajanagarindra has concern for the health and living conditions of underprivi-
leged people, particularly those living in crowded communities across Bangkok.
Being a social worker at heart, Her Royal Highness has paid personal visits to
many crowded communities in the capital such as Khlong Toei Community, Wat
Phya Yang Community, Yan Suan Lumpini Community, Kong Kaya Soi Onnut
Community and Phet Kasem 104 Community. Her Royal Highness has talked
about why she visits these communities, “I have to be there to see how ditficult
life is for the local people and children. I am glad that I have made it to all
these communities in Khlong Toei, Onnut and Nong Khaem....”

During these visits, Her Royal Highness has observed
living conditions in the communities, listened to what the local people want to
tell about their problems and, caringly, greeted the local children. Her visits
have done more than boost the morale of people. Through her visits, relevant
officials from all levels have become more active in addressing the problems
facing the crowded communities. Tangible results, like road repairs and infra-
structure provision, have been achieved in the communities. On the part of Her
Royal Highness, the visits to these communities have revealed to her what
people in another corner of the society have been facing. Aware of their

problems, her humanitarian works have continued to spread comprehensively.
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In spite of the exhaustion and, sometimes, injury these
visits have caused, Her Royal Highness is neither discouraged nor bored.
During one visit to a crowded community, her lower leg was injured when a
rotten wood board she was walking on suddenly broke apart. That accident left
her with an inflammatory wound for more than one month. Yet, Her Royal
Highness remained unconcerned saying, “It does not matter. Now, I will never

forget my visit to this slum....”
The Foundation for Slum Child Care

HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas
Rajanagarindra has a deep concern for young children. Speaking to the board
of the Foundation for Slum Child Care on July 24" 1991, Her Royal
Highness said, “A good start in life is the most important thing for children.
Children should enjoy well-rounded development but first of all, they must
enjoy good health. This is very important....” During her visits to crowded
communities, Her Royal Highness has always visited nurseries or pre-school
children’s centres to greet the children and observe their behaviour. Also, she
has always donated toys, books and money to various foundations with the
purpose of promoting the intellectual and emotional development of underprivi-

leged children. Her concern is especially on the health of mothers and children.
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In 1983, Her Royal Highness came across a Foundation
for Slum Child Care advertisement for donations while she was reading a
newspaper. Her Royal Highness then instructed her secretary to contact the
foundation for its background before she decided to donate some money from
the Princess Mother Charity Fund and the Gor Vor (Galyani Vadhana) Char-
ity Fund to help the foundation establish the “Milk and Supplementary Food
Fund”. This fund is used to provide children with a good-quality milk formula
and the supplementary food needed for the children’s growth. At the same time,
Her Royal Highness established the “Emergency Fund” to provide assistance
to victims of fire, accidents and chemical threat.

Her Royal Highness granted her patronage to the Foundation
for Slum Child Care on its 10" anniversary. All along, the foundation has
worked in response to Her Royal Highness’ initiatives with annual subsidies
from the Princess Mother Charity Fund and the Gor Vor (Galyani Vadhana)
Charity Fund. From these subsidies, the interest derived is used to benefit
thousands of children in 16 crowded communities in Bangkok from birth to the
age of 5 years old. It has allowed them to receive check-ups, development tests
and vaccinations at an appropriate age. Also, their parents and attendants have
been educated about how to raise young children properly. These activities are
intended to allow the children to grow up enjoying good mental and physical
health. Similar assistance has also been channelled through various other foun-
dations both in Bangkok and other provinces such as the Sampankij Foundation

in Chiang Rai and the Foundation for Thai Rural Children in Khon Kaen.
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The Foundation for Community Healthcare

HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas
Rajanagarindra has given attention to authorities that are responsible for
community healthcare like the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration’s Health
Department, which takes care of the healthcare needs of Bangkok residents. Her
Royal Highness granted her patronage to the Foundation for Community
Healthcare, which was founded since 1979, on February 1%, 1983 because
this foundation plays a role in providing healthcare to people especially young
children in slum areas.

Because crowded communities have problems like substan-
dard hygiene, health risks, the spread of drugs and HIV-AIDS, Her Royal
Highness is concerned about the welfare of children and their families in such
communities. To help them, Her Royal Highness has instructed the foundation
to support the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration’s Health Department in
establishing mini health centres in all crowded communities. In areas where the
mini health centres are not possible, she has suggested that they should at least
have a community medicine box. With her guidance and support, community
healthcare in Bangkok has been improving on a continual basis.

In the hope of ensuring the good health and physical well-
being of the Thai people, HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang

Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra has graciously become the patroness of many other
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healthcare foundations and charity organisations. They include the “Chao Fa
Doctor” Fund, the Princess Mother Fund for the Faculty of Medicine, Siriraj
Hospital’s Nursing Development, the Foundation for Children with Mental
Disabilities, the Foundation for Rajvithi Hospital, the Foundation for Rajanukul
Hospital, the Better Life Foundation (for the Elderly), the Foundation for
Women’s and Children’s Security Promotion, the Bangkok Biomaterial Centre,
the Anti-Tuberculosis Association of Thailand in Chiang Mai and the Thai
Public Health Nursing Association.

With her great contribution to the country’s medical and
healthcare areas as well as her royal work alongside the Princess Mother in
far-flung areas and remote regions, HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom
Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra is seen as a representative of her parents.
Her father, HRH Prince Mahidol of Songkhla, is honoured as the country’s
Father of Modern Medicine and Public Health. Over the past decades, Her
Royal Highness has also proven that she is as determined in social works. Her
graciousness and compassion have genuinely won the hearts, respect and loyalty

of all doctors, nurses, government officials and people alike.
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HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas
Rajanagarindra is recognized for having worked tirelessly and for having
consistently contributed her effort for the benefit of the Thai people from all
walks of life - be it the poor rural folk or underprivileged people residing in the
very heart of Bangkok. Moreover, having always subscribed to the idea of
education as the key to developing the country in a sustainable manner, Her
Royal Highness has also made a point of it to promote educational opportunities
for the young whom she views as the driving force that will propel the country
into the future.

Her decades of hard work and selfless dedication have
filled the Thai people with an overwhelming sense of gratitude as the news
reports of her numerous activities that have been disseminated on various
occasions throughout the country testify.

The greatest delight, however, belongs to those direct re-
cipients of Her Royal Highness’ gracious concern and benevolence. Those who
have closely worked for Her Royal Highness on her initiatives to improve the
quality of life of the people and to tackle their problems best describe their
feelings. Dedicating her talents and effort through various foundations and her

own royal works, Her Royal Highness has truly won the hearts of the people.

99
=



A v d v
@mmywuﬂu uﬁ)::ym
a ana & 1 [ v ¢
eamlszuyatiGianeauly au lunszadua
WAINTZINIINAED 1ihiandiann AsmauNsN Nruasuns

[
A4 v a o

9: o Y Y Y v a &} A 1 ° da
insevgieindaimilidaselan ma“san wnsananiluau n13a1sedia

a v a

I 14 1y a & 1 % 4 aa
pd10du vldlavarsuddanin awnmavueaaduiaidudszaouisanuniwazanuladua

P

Yo & (Z 1 YA Yo o K a o 1
alasul Aamszagaedyu sednlndsa 10 “wd dansznsaniaauazanuenssvgiel ‘de

Jes

4 1 1 A a

Usznrsuinnderndrivin unmduanaiuddnoglumgnisaduiidssivlenedieiiian dad

a v a !

v 2 aa & v v ¢ o y o
aundgaiuni “wazyas edanvszsuyaddiandeuly du lunszaldud wAamszirmnase

q o

Y

[ a v a a d (71 ]
Wdag gy AsNNAIIuI1511 vuasuns 1aalin

o

“gatildodre@annasds wrmveadnund i wavdiihy asunara
4 ¢ g ¢ N aa @ v o A y 2 4
wease anduesdszsnmbayaisiandeuly duniduunmndenlddrenny v gduanaiy

!
A

A g 4 a o § v A4 v ¢ o,
%nﬂgmuwmLﬂ]ﬂumuwmaamu WFusulumszursd wazniduaiausaniiiuiel A du

v
v v [

aavgeduniindndennulssivlaiieaieiue Av o yuvuAaeay
6 Ul g aa s A 1Y Z 4 v ¢ 1 1
deuniiimiayalisieanddgmilafes Waseanuninduazli 1130
& v < y ™ FRAREE v 1 A x v 4 q ]
watdlsaseula wilife wsizaaldd weluad Lingigeut TsaSeuiineaia g wimn

o A ) a ya v aa Q& & 1A a Q1 1%
wiungadsendiygliadumnanuneluyads inffivhadgmese Avedumny wszernns

4 2 v

1 QY 14 | < R 4 A aa o Il

A1 q AlE wdudasuin mAvdihe asuvasat o Andueeddsesnndayails indyaninegia
«“ N Y & A aa & 1w W Y A S

nyzeddldneansziuastiuasmsauvesyaiiisnduddalaldzuiy

1 14
a

ad 4 o 1 14 ! aa a af & ! <
yoddatas nizeadnsaensevgiel 1n lawssnsmunuuayaiis vazsudunhiduiannd

A a | d [ d Y Y Y aa = d v
weasuinsaluesneddud lnvindesanensauanunniniivesyails dadimszeadns 1 7o
Tu ala znsadnarnedisaziden”



Khunying Chantanee Santabutr,
Chairperson of the Foundation for Slum Child Care under the Patronage

of HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra

The kindness bestowed by Her Royal Highness has breathed new life into a
large number of poor and underprivileged people whose eyes now glitter not with desolation but
with hope. During her visits, they have enjoyed the opportunity of approaching a high-ranking
member of the royal family and feeling touched by her grace and compassion. Also, her genuine
care and concern are so evident that they have left a beautiful imprint on the hearts of everyone
present including the foundation’s chairperson Khunying Chantanee Santabutr, who recounted an
impressive memory of the occasion of her visit to the Khlong Toei Community.

“The visit is still fresh in my mind. In their eyes I could perceive the
feelings of the people who had gathered for the audience with Her Royal Highness. They were
brimming with happiness. It was the first time a member of the royal family had actually paid a
visit to a slum and so many people had come to receive our royal visitor and to appreciate her
presence.

“We used to have many problems. Apart from the budget constraints, the
foundation was unable to send children to school due to their lack of proper household registra-
tion. Without these official documents, the children were unable to properly enrol in schools. On
the day Khun Prateep invited me to see how the foundation works, I became aware that we were
beset by so many problems. I realized that [ needed to step in to provide support and help raise
the much-needed funds. Back then, the foundation did not own any buildings and even when Her
Royal Highness came to chair the official opening ceremony for the foundation, we were still

under a thatched roof,” Khunying Chantanee added.
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“Her Royal Highness paid close attention to and supervised the work here
even before we became a real foundation. She has given it financial support. Her role in the
foundation has been more evident since she became its patroness. Now we have to report the
foundation’s work to her and if she has some questions she will ask for information in detail.

“Though Her Royal Highness has been the patron of many foundations, she
has managed to give us all the necessary attention. She can take charge of all these foundations
because she never fails to put her heart into all her endeavours. She also keeps up with the
operations of the foundations and offers highly practical suggestions whenever her counsel is
sought. She also has a way of monitoring us in order to find out whether we are working
conscientiously at our tasks.

“I have always been very touched by her gestures of kindness and will never
forget the day Her Royal Highness attended the ceremony for the laying of the foundation stone
for our building. It was on that day that I conducted our distinguished royal guest on a personal
tour of the slums. In fact I had not known beforehand that Her Royal Highness would actually
visit the slum. You can probably imagine what a slum was like in those days. Back then, there
were no roads and local people just put wooden planks down to negotiate the filthy water. I
brought Her Royal Highness there because she wanted to see with her own eyes how the people
there lived. She was very keen to know about them. She asked me questions concerning their
livelihood and way of life. She also talked to the slum residents and asked them about their lives.
There were children and elderly people present and she entered their houses. She genuinely
touched their hearts.”

Khunying Chantanee also went on to describe Her Royal Highness’

kind and compassionate gestures,
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“I was accustomed to hearing that Her Royal Highness was meticulous in
her work and that she was serious and straightforward. There would be no time for pleasantries
with her. In fact, these characteristics should not scare people with an untainted record or those
who have never done wrong but back then I was quite intimidated. I felt that I might be only half
clean. Anyway, since I have come to work closely for her, she is not like her reputation. She is
very kind. She is a very great member of the royal family. When I had to report work progress
to her and was struggling to find the right words, she would frequently urge me to speak, putting
me at ease with her simple and unassuming way.

“I have also worked on the Kanchanaphisek Home Project. The main
objective of the project is to construct a juvenile correctional facility on a 300-rai plot of land
in Tambon Khlong Yong, Buddha Monthon District, Nakhon Pathom Province, for the Central
Juvenile and Family Court. Her Royal Highness has graciously consented to be the patroness of
this project. Whilst employed upon this enterprise, I would sometimes come to a point and did not
know how I should proceed further and that is when we would have a meeting with Her Royal
Highness to discuss the problems we were facing.”

At the Kanchanaphisek Home, there is a properly equipped multi-utility
building and support buildings to accommodate about 400 youths. This facility has nurtured a
family atmosphere where various activities are held to offer emotional rehabilitation for its young
residents. Many vocational courses are also provided so as to affect positive changes in their
behaviour and attitudes, thus allowing them to return to society happily.

“The young inmates here can go to court on their own without being
accompanied by any official. They have rights and freedom. They can express their opinions.
They can move around quite freely. Our care for them is different from older facilities. Here,
there are no fences. Once the youths know that they will be treated well after they return to
society, they will have a higher sense of self-esteem and behave well. In turn, the adults in

society will also have a better attitude toward these youths as well.”
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“The Kanchanaphisek Home could have not materialized if the project had
not earned support from various groups and, in particular, from Her Royal Highness. With her
patronage, many people have been ready to support this project because they trust that it must be
good otherwise it would have not earned royal support. With this trust, the project has easily
garnered support amounting to millions of baht.

“Every resident at the Kanchanaphisek Home is aware of the fact that they
enjoy the privilege of her patronage because she graciously presided over the home’s opening
ceremony. During the ceremony, the youths also had the opportunity of meeting Her Royal
Highness. During the royal audience, at first, many of the youths were restrained in their
behaviour and sat quietly but Her Royal Highness was extremely congenial. After she had told
them to relax and be at ease, the youths had the courage to speak up. With their fear evaporating,
they could express themselves and overcome their fear, answering the questions posed to them by
the royal guest. From the way she looked at the youths, I could tell that she was enjoying the
visit.”

At the age of 85, Khunying Chantanee can afford to rest on her laurels
feeling a sense of fulfilment because of all the contributions she has made to her country.

“I do not want anything more in my life. At this advanced age, I can say
[ am happy enough. Every baht and satang I earn comes from making an honest living, not from
corruption or abuse of authority. I can hold my head up high. My children and grandchildren are
also successful in their jobs. Looking at my life, [ am most proud of the fact that I have had the
opportunity to serve Her Royal Highness. She has always shown kindness toward my family and
whenever [ have had problems at work, she has always offered useful advice. I feel that in my
previous reincarnation I must have served her as well. For this I am eternally grateful,”

Khunying Chantanee said.
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Professor Emeritus Khunying Khaisri Sri-aroon,

Minister of Culture

The foundations for the development of a high quality of life should commence
with the development of the individual - the most basic social unit. This is especially true in the area
of education. Once this has happened, a chain reaction will occur impacting on both the society and
the country alike.

For this reason HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas
Rajanagarindra has made education one of her principal causes. As a former lecturer in French
language at the Western Languages Department, Faculty of Archaeology, Silpakorn University and
also a former president of that university, Culture Minister Khunying Khaisri Sri-aroon has offered
her assistance to Her Royal Highness in several activities geared toward improving the level of
education in Thailand.

“Her Royal Highness has contributed so much to the promotion and improvement
of education and the sciences in Thailand. Clear evidence of this is revealed in how determined she is
to improve French instruction and the quality of French teachers. She herself is highly proficient in
French.

“When I was a lecturer at the Faculty of Archaeology, Silpakorn University, I
had several opportunities to offer my assistance especially in regard to French instruction. Then, in
1976, Her Royal Highness initiated a plan to establish L’Association Thailandaise des Professeurs
de Francais (the Association of Teachers of French in Thailand) under her royal patronage. 1 also
served as a member of the steering group to help get this association established.

“Her initiative that led to the establishment of the association demonstrates her
visionary thinking. Back then, she taught French at the Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat Univer-
sity, as well as Head of the Department of French Language and Literature. Being aware of persistent

problems in the field, she wished to improve French courses. Aside form teaching at Thammasat
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University, Her Royal Highness also taught French literature courses at the Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn
University, Chiang Mai University and at Prince of Songkla University.

“In 1977, L’ Association Thailandaise des Professeurs de Francais was founded
and Her Royal Highness has since served as its chairperson.

“The association works so efficiently that it has become a good example for
teachers of other foreign languages to follow. English and Mandarin teachers have since tried to
establish a similar association for their peers too. Her Royal Highness places more emphasis on
teachers. She believes that teachers should have good knowledge and experience and has thus
supported plans giving teachers opportunities to further their studies and receive training in France or
take educational trips to France.

“Also, Her Royal Highness was earnest in her wish to raise the quality of Thai-
national teachers who were in charge of French classes. Fondation pour la Promotion de la Langue
Francaise et des Etudes Francaises sous le Patronage de Son Altesse Royale Princesse Galyani
Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra (Foundation for the Promotion of the French
Language and French Studies under the Patronage of HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang
Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra) was established to support French language teachers to gain further
trainings and education in both post graduate and doctorate degrees as well as research and theses in
the field of French language and French studies.”

Her close attention to all the work of the association has filled the hearts of
everyone involved with gratitude.

“Her Royal Highness has monitored and followed up on all of the association’s
activities. For example, with royally sponsored scholarships, she plays an active role in the selection
of scholarship recipients. All scholarship recipients also have to report their educational progress to her
on a regular basis until they have completed their education. Her Royal Highness has always made it

a point to answer the scholarship recipients’ emails personally.
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“As someone trained as a scientist, Her Royal Highness has organized her work
in a systematic and clear way. She is careful and meticulous and she always gives frank comments so
that those working for her can learn from her. Furthermore, she has placed a significant emphasis on
thrift.

“The way she thinks, works and behaves has impressed me. She is down to
earth, kind and gracious to everyone. She has always supported the work we have done. For example,
Her Royal Highness personally designed questions for French placement exam for first-year students
at Silpakorn University by herself and while I was serving as rector of Silpakorn University and the
director of the Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Anthropology Centre, Her Royal Highness also
accepted all my invitations to attend academic events. In addition, she has always granted audiences
to me for which I am very grateful. She is truly inspiring.”

In addition to education, Her Royal Highness has also shown great interest in
music, especially classical music. Her Royal Highness initiated from her own purse “Fund for the
Promotion of Music Studies of the Youth” in 2000, which later was renamed “Fund for the
Promotion of Classical Music”. The fund is for the promotion of classical music proficiency among
musicians, artists and composers alike.

“Her Royal Highness has said on many occasions that she wishes to see
Thailand have an institute for classical music on the lines of the Classical Music Conservatory. If her
wish comes true, Thai children with a talent for Western music will be able to learn and receive
training at an international-quality centre in Thailand. They will have no further need to study abroad.
Her Royal Highness has also suggested that we ask cooperation from other countries such as France
in getting an institute started in Thailand and, initially, ask the relevant French authorities to provide
us with skilled instructors.”

Khunying Khaisri adds, “In response to Her Royal Highness’ initiative the
Culture Ministry has been working with the Silpakorn University’s Faculty of Music in a bid to establish

a classical music institute in Thailand as soon as possible to celebrate her 84" birthday this year.”
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Mr. Somchainuk Engtrakul,
Chairman of the Thai Military Bank Plc

Mr. Somchainuk Engtrakul - an honest former permanent secretary for
Finance - has held many key positions at private companies after his retirement from civil service.
Among them are the chairman positions at both Thai Military Bank Plc and Dhipaya Insurance
Public Company Limited. However, in another dimension of his works, out of his loyalty to and
gratitude toward HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra, he
has never stopped his services to Her Royal Highness since his first service was delivered in his
capacity as the Director-General of the Customs Department a long time ago. Recounting his
experiences in this area, Mr Somchainuk said,

“I have closely served Her Royal Highness since the time I worked at the
Customs Department. I assigned Mrs. Wichuda Traitum from Dhipaya Insurance Public Com-
pany Limited, to coordinate with a close attendant of Her Royal Highness and I thus have carried
out much work for Her Royal Highness.”

On the occasion of Her Royal Highness’ 80" birthday on May 6", 2003,
Mr. Somchainuk also launched many projects in honour of Her Royal Highness. He played an
active role in the project to cast gold Buddha statues and amulets in an open-eyed posture. The
posture is associated with Her Royal Highness’ birthday (Sunday).

“It is my personal wish to carry out this project in dedication to Her Royal
Highness and from this project I can present 9,300,000 baht from the sales to her. She also
asked that more amulets are cast in low-cost nine-metal alloy so that she can give them to her

attendants and those working for her through various foundations. This reflects her great benevolence.”



Timsziaordud qa wlalialuguzdsznulimnmangni §addsudy
¢ Ay < A8 A ey o Ll o 4y
anzunnglsangrnanysidailasinisasy “wWiien” eanudunsznyaaanaiy
“ Y o ¢ 4 a 1 4 4 I3 A
muldsruduanzunngvodlsangrvianysil vinawniendld nufiniidy
o b4 ! 1 a nm vy v a Y 5 2w g: tgl’
dy wulaly go adudr nn@aulald aduni@uldenade viesaudadvialva Jarudas

Tunszasansaamiaduindr”

o

4‘ Y o Y 1 Y a 1 [ [ 44‘ Y YA a [
asilaaneaudvlyedralnasadeniulent duanvldlasusunszadeias

14

uasnszgUil “sdusanndanes wand i asunarauinin svuaiuns vasshundunuyediy
lumsljiatagiamezisesanundyg
“wizpafilinuiiandeqouiiivsiniwin nuasvquasdralndsda e

4 v Y
ﬂammuwa:ﬂm‘lﬂmﬂw A udauazgaudlnufinn v

1

nsthilaneans weuday v wa

1

& a aq A & A a ' v,
Aanu awazgiled 1wsaidugaiaveaiiula
“UFeudre ud 191n” danilanszasedasved WAl asunada

¢ 4 1

u51501 nyuasuns e wlelndssivandansdeeglufiaen

q v

1 o w

“ Ry asunadet nsadseudanas eulddoulssvdatyudy nyalinsedis

Y
< 1%

[ Y a 1 4‘ Y Y e R YA )
Aoty uiwsi innnlslumsaauizanenszns 161 Saudrfdvlda a<ldiunly1asn nsq
MINTLINToude N7
w2 a’ Y d o o, a [ »'!! dl Y 1 Y d 1
3TN 0 ssAuasiy o7 wizeSuiasvilan sioud1 ulwsseadezedly
1wz afnd uadansananszesdediniuduies naaanuda 1 538 wsznymuuwianufalngd g
nﬁwwmﬂﬂiam Tiaaziiaulanlent 1 asanufainedad 52

116
_—



On the same occasion, Mr. Somchainuk, as the chairman of Vejthani Hos-
pital, together with the hospital’s medical team, organized a project to give patients free knee
replacements.

“Together with the hospital’s medical team, I organized the project to give
patients free knee replacements. I raised fund and thus could provide more than 80 artificial
knees. This project allows many patients to walk again. Some of them were so glad that they
cried tear of joy. They have been very grateful to Her Royal Highness.”

Through his service to Her Royal Highness, Mr. Somchainuk has come to
have a profound admiration for her, especially by the fact that she is very dutiful, particularly to
the Princess Mother. Her Royal Highness has been his role model with regard to filial devotion.

“Her filial devotion has reminded me of my very old mother. I have now
done my best to care for my mother to repay the debt of gratitude I owe her. I want to be sure
that in her old age she is not neglected. When she is happy, I am happy too. I am proud that I
can be a good son for her.”

“Simple but elegant” is what defines Her Royal Highness.

“Her Royal Highness is well known for being careful with her spending. She
extols the virtues of being thrifty and economical and has taught others to economize as well. She
has instructed her staff, for example, to make sure to store the pens put out for well-wishers who
come to the palace to write their greetings in the books on her birthday or New Year so that they

can be used when the next occasion arises. Her demeanour is simple and elegant.”
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“Creative and modern” is another characteristic of Her Royal Highness. In
spite of being a high-ranking member of the royal family, she has never exerted her power in a
way that intimidates her attendants or those who work for her. Her Royal Highness is creative
and can offer new ideas that open up new horizons to those working with her.

“When she calls on us to attend a meeting, we always find ourselves
engaged in a spirited discussion. Through these meetings, she has expanded our horizons, giv-
ing us a clearer and better perspective. She is creative and can introduce ideas that are very
useful to our work. For example, when we were working on the calendar project on her pet dogs,
she suggested ideas recommending what we should do and which dogs should be paired together.

“She is meticulous and has very good memory. She can remember small
details really well. In spite of her heavy schedule and workload, she has made it a point to
review each piece of work herself.

“Her Royal Highness gave us special permission for all her pet dogs to
model free of charge. She also provided detailed information on each of them. After the calendar
went on sale, the proceeds went to Chulalongkorn Hospital’s Fund for Stray Dog Treatment. That
means the palace dogs and strays-turned palace dogs had the opportunity to help other fellow
dogs.”

Mr. Somchainuk also described his impressions regarding the love and
concern shown by Her Royal Highness for her younger brother. During her hospitalisation at
Siriraj Hospital, Her Royal Highness also thought about her brother and initiated a donation
campaign for the construction of Sri Buddha Gaya Stupa at Siriwatanawisut Temple, in dedica-
tion to His Majesty. “What a sister has done for her younger brother” has touched the hearts of

Mr. Somchainuk and everyone involved.
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“The construction of the Stupa was in dedication to His Majesty on the
occasion of his 80" birthday. She has also scheduled the date to commence the project for
October, 21" which coincides with the late Princess Mother’s birthday. In simple language, this
is what a daughter does for her mother and what a sister does for her younger brother.

“In my work for Her Royal Highness I have done the best in my ability to
offer her my service. The tasks I have undertaken, however, are certainly dwarfed in comparison
to the great contribution she has made to the country and the Thai people.”

Out of his overwhelming gratitude to Her Royal Highness, Mr. Somchainuk
is another person who has pledged to work for the country to fullest of his abilities with

unwavering loyalty, determination and devotion.
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Dr. Yuth Bodharamik,

Deputy Secretary General of The

Princess Mother’s Medical Volunteer Foundation

After his retirement from the civil service, Dr. Yuth Bodharamik - a special-
ist in medical science - began his work as a “volunteer doctor to The Princess Mother’s Medical
Volunteer Foundation. He currently serves as the foundation’s deputy secretary general.

“The foundation’s office was previously located at Sra Pathum Palace but
since HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn took up residence at the palace, our office has been
relocated here. Her Royal Highness oversaw the relocation. She ensured that we found new
premises for our office and that a budget was allocated for the renovations needed. Our office
is now fully equipped and serves as the headquarters for medical volunteers working across 51
provinces in Thailand.

“Her Royal Highness’ kind gestures are particularly meaningful when it
comes to the foundation’s staff. Many of them previously worked for the Princess Mother and
they were thankful to continue serving Her Royal Highness. All are grateful to have retained
their jobs and the staff remain as loyal to Her Royal Highness as they were to the Princess
Mother.

“Since the Princess Mother passed away, Her Royal Highness has visited
the foundation’s volunteers on a regular basis. She has offered them both moral support and
souvenirs like plaques and medals as they are not paid. When she visits them, she converses with
them and asks about their lives. Her Royal Highness is determined to visit each unit once every

two years, meaning two provinces each month on average.
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“I think that Her Royal Highness, like the Princess Mother, understands the
life of a commoner. Their Royal Highnesses know how commoners or poor people feel when they
lack food and medicine. Their Royal Highnesses understand these people’s sufferings and are
aware that there are still so many underprivileged people like this in the country.

“About 40 or 50 years ago, Thailand was trapped in a vicious cycle of
illness, poverty and ignorance. Illness led to ignorance; ignorance led to poverty; and poverty, in
turn, led to illness. It meant that people lived with illness, lack of education and poor financial
status. Then, while they were trapped there, Their Royal Highnesses stepped in to end that vicious
cycle.

“HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra
has paid significant attention to her work and has never failed to follow it up. Being highly
disciplined, she is also punctual at work. However, her devotion is poured not just into her work
but also to those working for her. She always asks her officials, subjects and volunteers how they
are. Whenever she finds that any of them has fallen ill, she gives her assistance. Observing
discipline herself, Her Royal Highness has inculcated in her retinue the habit of not inconvenienc-
ing others. For all the trips Her Royal Highness makes, her retinue pay all relevant fees in full
because Her Royal Highness always emphasizes that her retinue must not take advantage of
others.

“We have seen from news reports that when Her Royal Highness travels
abroad she is accompanied by a large retinue. In truth all of them pay for the trip. Her Royal
Highness has always said, ‘They offer a free trip to only me because I am going to chair their

event....” Some people may think that all her retinue get free trips but the truth is they do not.”
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After years of dedicated service to the Princess Mother and then Her Royal
Highness, Dr. Yuth has some meaningful things to say for others to think about:

“A person who is in a position of prestige can feel like he or she has the
license to do anything. That is possible. It is rare though for such a person to dwell in the hearts
of others. Look at senior civil servants or those in power. They can give orders and get what they
want but once they leave their positions or lose their power, it is uncertain that people will
continue to do their bidding. However, the Princess Mother and Her Royal Highness have more
than stature because they have really conquered the hearts of those of us who work for them. They
are truly givers and they give with their hearts. So, even without being ordered, we are willing
to serve them to the best of our abilities. Although the Princess Mother passed away long time
ago, HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra is here to carry
on her mission. That is why we feel as if the Princess Mother is still here with us.”

Although Dr. Yuth long ago reached retirement age, he is determined to
continue working for HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Lunag Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra
in her mission to “complete the life of underprivileged people” until the day his health dictates

otherwise.
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Dr. Prat Boonyavongvirot,

Permanent Secretary for Public Health

[t is also noteworthy that HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang
Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra has granted her patronage and given her earnest attention to numer-
ous other foundations that benefit the health and well-being of the underprivileged Thai people
such as the Kidney Foundation of Thailand, the Prostheses Foundation and the Foundation for
Slum Child Care. Dr. Prat Boonyavongvirot, Permanent Secretary for Public Health and Presi-
dent of The Princess Mother’s Medical Volunteer Foundation, discusses the work of Her Royal
Highness as follows:

“Her Royal Highness has placed strong emphasis on healthcare especially
for mothers, children and the elderly. Extra attention has also been given to underprivileged
people like kidney patients, people with disabilities and the children of slum dwellers. I believe
she perceives the difficulties they have to endure and has tried to provide the people with what
they lack. She has always impressed upon us the importance of performing good deeds and doing
things that benefit people most. She has shown a keen interest in all of our operations and has
always offered invaluable advice and moral support. In whatever task she pursues, Her Royal
Highness has developed clear plans both on annual and monthly bases. She prepares a clear
schedule of what she will do in each month. She will plan ahead and determine which months will
be spent visiting people. In case she cannot arrange her visits as planned, she will postpone rather
than cancel them. On each of her follow-up visits, she has closely monitored her work. She
regularly assesses and evaluates the projects under her supervision seeing to it that they show

consistent improvement.”
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With her warm personality and her willingness to help out people in trouble,
Her Royal Highness has had a tremendous impact on all those who work closely with her.

“Her Royal Highness is good natured and congenial. On no occasion has
she ever reproached me. During my tenure as Director-General of the Mental Health Department,
[ had the opportunity of serving her and she was extremely kind to me. She has granted the use
of the term “Rajanagarindra” to all ten hospitals under the Mental Health Department. These
include Khon Kaen Rajanagarindra Hospital, Nakhon Phanom Rajanagarindra Hospital and the
Galaya Rajanagarindra Institute. Furthermore, she has contributed funds for the construction of
a hospital designated for autistic patients in Khon Kaen. More than thirty million baht has been
received in donations to build this hospital. Moreover, Her Royal Highness has presided over the
presentation ceremony of the Mental Health Princess Award every year. This is an international
award granted to individuals, both Thai and foreign, who have made outstanding contributions in
the field of mental health.”

With a wonderful work ethic and keen attention to details, Her Royal
Highness has always managed all the tasks related to her work and family matters regardless of
how small they are.

“I was in charge of the project to cast a statue of HRH Prince Mahidol of
Songkhla and we came to a point where the project was more than 30 million baht short. Her
Royal Highness heard about how everyone working on the project had been trying to come up with
fundraising tactics so she presented us with three bags she herself had made. I held an auction
for these three bags and it fetched millions of baht for the project. I will also never forget the
time when [ was appointed Director-General of the Mental Health Department and it was a great

honour for me when Her Royal Highness sent me a bouquet of flowers to congratulate me. Later
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on when I became Permanent Secretary for the Public Health, she also sent me flowers. I just
came from a royal audience with her at Siriraj Hospital where she invited me to join her for
lunch. All these things attest to her kind and personable nature.”

Throughout his career, Dr. Prat has made a great contribution to the country
in various positions. Before his rise to the helm of the Ministry of Public Health, he served as
the Director-General of the Mental Health Department, Deputy Director-General of the Health
Department, Public Health Chief in various provinces, Senator, and member of the board of The
Princess Mother’s Medical Volunteer Foundation.

Although Dr. Prat is reaching retirement age in the civil service now, he is
determined that,

“After my retirement from the civil service, I will continue to serve Her
Royal Highness.”

This shows the determination of an attendant who has been loyal to HRH
Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra, whose gracious contribu-

tions to the underprivileged people across Thailand will never fade.
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Associate Professor Yenjai Somvichien,
Member of the Committee for the Promotion of Academic Olympiads and
Development of Science Education Foundation under the Patronage of

HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra

Many young Thais have been able to avail themselves of the golden oppor-
tunity of proving that they are the best in the world at Academic Olympiads or other international
academic competitions. Associate Professor Yenjai Somvichien, a board member of the founda-
tion, talked about its background and the effort and foresight of HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana
Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra,

“The Promotion of Academic Olympiads and Development of Science Edu-
cation Foundation under the Patronage of HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas
Rajanagarindra was established because Her Royal Highness noticed at previous competitions
that Thai delegates were not very successful especially when it came to mathematics and physics.
She told me to find out what we could do about this. As a result, the foundation was established
so as to avoid unnecessary dependence on a cumbersome bureaucratic system. After we had been
granted her royal patronage, we invited all the deans of sciences from various universities to a
meeting. The deans were all in support of the plan and volunteered their services in dedication to
Her Royal Highness because they were aware of her earnestness in all the tasks she performs and
they felt confident that the plan would be carried out successfully. Currently, the foundation has
22 centres across the country.”

With the collaboration of all universities, talented contestants are selected
and sent to special training camps where instruction will focus on thinking, not rote learning.

These camps have also kept university teaching staff alert and active.

135,
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“Her Royal Highness has meticulously given us step-by-step instructions. In
the beginning, she believed that the training should cover all subjects. Then, after we had sent
our contestants to the Academic Olympiads and they had failed to win, she realized the need to
revise the strategy and suggested that we should motivate the students further. We took heed of
her advice and we implemented it successfully. Nowadays, our teams are very successful at the
Academic Olympiads and Her Royal Highness is delighted with the positive outcome. She has
impressed upon us that she no longer needs to worry about Thai students’ performances but is
now concerned about how to further improve the competence and performance of the teaching staff.
This is the task that we will carry out in response to this royal initiative.

“Her Royal Highness has closely followed up on the foundation’s work.
Each year, she presides over our annual foundation meeting during which she always gives
invaluable advice offering both encouragement and caution. She reviews everything herself. I have
the responsibility to report on the foundation’s performance and operations to her throughout the
year. If there are certain points that are not clear to her, she will ask for clarification. As is
always the case, those who are granted an audience must know what they are going to report and
be clear about it. They must have answers when Her Royal Highness asks questions. They cannot
expect to make good by just reporting something because she will ask for more information in
detail. Thanks to the royal advice, the foundation’s work progresses satisfactorily and our
foundation is a viable one.

“Nowadays, when our teams return home laden with medals, the public is
overwhelmed and expresses congratulations and appreciation. However, no one mentions the fact
that it is Her Royal Highness who has played a crucial role behind all these success stories and
who is willing to keep a low profile. It seems she is content enough that Thai students have

performed well in the competitions.”

Sl.u
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“All the teams leaving to participate in the Academic Olympiads and those
returning with medals from the competitions are granted the privilege of a royal audience with Her
Royal Highness. During these audiences, Her Royal Highness gives her moral support for those
who are departing and congratulates the medallists from the competitions. These meetings are
significant because Her Royal Highness feels it is important for her to speak to these students.
[ have frequently observed how she genuinely seems to relish the time she spends with these
bright and competent young people. On many occasions she compliments them, lavishing praise
on their achievements.

“Furthermore, Her Royal Highness has made a point of it to impress upon
these students that being competent alone is not enough. She has told them ‘Do not win medals
simply to show off. As winners, you must think about the contribution you can make to your
country too. Be smart but also be good. Being good means you should maintain a righteous path
of ethics and morality....” Her message always places emphasis on being good and virtuous. She
has stressed the fact that those selected to participate in the Academic Olympiads must have both
competence and virtue. They can be highly competent but if they do not adhere to moral values
and principles, they should not be sent to represent the country in these competitions. Fortu-
nately, however, we have always been able to field students who qualify in both respects to the
Academic Olympiads.”

Currently, the foundation has ventured on a new project to send Thai
children to attend the Asian Science Camp. Conducted at the regional level, the practice-focused
camp accepts students from upper secondary to third year university levels.

Over the past eight years, Associate Professor Yenjai has actively worked in
science-education services in response to Her Royal Highness’ initiatives. Perceiving how Her
Royal Highness has put her heart into all that she has been doing, Associate Professor Yenjai has

found in her a great role model.
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“All along Her Royal Highness has showered us with nothing but extreme
kindness and goodwill. I feel truly blessed that I have had the opportunity of serving her in this
capacity. We have learned a lot about how to think and how to work from the advice we have been
fortunate to receive from her. This has been the driving force behind our tremendous success.

“Her Royal Highness has shown a remarkable interest in the students. She
has a keen memory and even remembers individuals. For example, if a representative from some
school fails to show up for the second meeting. She will ask, ‘How come these students are
missing? They were here last time. Why didn’t they show up today?’ Her Royal Highness also
recognizes the medallists whenever they appear at a subsequent meeting with her. She can even
recall for which category they had won their medal. I must admit that even though I work directly
with these students, I cannot remember them in such detail.

“Her Royal Highness does not mind it at all when students address her
without the use of the formal royal language. She also listens when some students straightfor-
wardly criticise the educational system. This is because she wants to find out the truth. Without
these candid comments on the part of the students we would not be able to work out solutions.
[ have adopted the approach used by Her Royal Highness in operating the Promotion of Academic
Olympiads and the Development of Science Education Foundation. All of the centres must be
open to discussion on how each of them can improve itself.”

Under the patronage of HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang
Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra, the students and indeed the Thai academic circle have progressed in
such a way that will ensure the country’s sustainable development for the future. Her Royal

Highness’ wonderful contribution in this respect has brought about incomparable benefits.
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